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" By dJohn M. Goshko . - "J

v WashlnswnPoalswrwnter :
Secretary of State "Alexander M..
Ha)o Jr., speaking. against a back-
g*ound "of - mounting: - controversy.
about U.S. policy in Central Amer:
ica, told Congress yesterday that cut-
ting off military aid would be “a fatat
blow” to the government of El Sal-
vador in its struggle agamst leftist
guerrillas. % .
“I think it would be’a catastro-
phe,” Haig said. “In practical.terms,
the guerrillas are not about to over-
‘whelm_the country. But* American
arms are a crucial factor, even more
‘in pohtxcal and psychologlcal ‘terms

than in actual material terms.”
The secretary’s testimony before a
Senate subcommittee came on a day.
that saw a rapid-fire series of devel-
opments continue to push- the- de-
‘bate over El Salvador and Nicaragua;
to the forefront of congressxona} and
‘executive branch attention. Among’
evants yest ﬂ"ﬂay ard aqt tht were
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.. Twenty—sn promment “officials
.of past Republicarr and Democratic]
-administrations emerged from a clas-9
sified intelligence ‘briefing at~ the
‘State Department to say they had’
‘been given mnwnmgevxdenm that]
"the Salvadoran- guerrillas are’ being
aided, suppiied and guided from out-.
sxde; by Cuba. and Nxcaragua. "How-
ever, the former ofﬁcxals also.a,,rpe&
that the evidence i3 0 “sensitive”
.that it cannot be made public with-
out causing serious damage-to-U.S.
.ability: to- collect’ mtelhgence i t,he
future. .. s
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~» Haig; Defense Secretary, Caspar
w. Weinberger and some other. sen-
“ior administration officials refused. to
‘comment_on a-report yesterday.in
The Washington Post that President
Reagan has approved a $19 million
program to destabilize the. ‘revolu-
tionary Sandinista-dominated gov-
ernment in Nicaragua. Instead, they
took. the position, described by Haig
as “consistent and longstanding. pol-
icy,” that the government does not
comment  publicly on covert activ-
ities, but they added that their si-
lence should not be interpreted as
confirmation of the report. DR
. However, White House counselor.
Edwin Meese III told a journalism®
seminar here last night that The;
Post_report placed the admxmsh'a-
tion in a “totally untenable pcsxtxon
Meese said: “Here is a situation. in
which the security of the country is
seriously affected, whether the arti-
cle be true or false. If it is true, then
very lmportant seerets vital to our
‘national interest and vital to the suc.
cess of any such mission have been,
revealed. If it is false, then you have
given.an adversary a great opportu~

4 FJones, chairman of

mty for propaganda. ....% . _r 7.
5 Haig said the adxmmstrauon has
snot-rejected Mexican President Jose
Lopez Portillo’s offer to act as a me-
diator in trying to end the Salvador-
*an cml war and ease the tensions
betwsen the United States and Nic-
:aragxxa. The secretary said he would
continue discussing the idea with
Mexican Foreign Minister J orge Cas-,
"taneda in New York this weekend; in,
another hint that Washington wants
“to: keep alive the possibility of even-]
tual negotiations, Haig- expressed
hope that after the March 28 elec
-tlons for.a constituent assembly i

vador, the guerrillas might b
“induced. to lay down their arms an
‘negohahe “in the context of a pleb

facite that would express the will of
‘thezSalvadoran people. i 2iiial.

¢ +o"Weinberger an

¥t Staff, reiterated,
fore the House For
»rmttee, that the ar
na plans or intenti
‘trgops to El Salva
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¥ its support -
cmllan government there to. in-
creased mlhtary and economic aid.
sv"l‘he administration, = obviously
Goncerned that its policy toward:
Central America could be derailed
by-persistent questions about wheth-
er the United States is heading for a
new Vietnam-type involvement, this
week mounted a campaign to swing
mubhc opinion behind its approach.
“The effort began Tuesday when
senior intelligence officials gave re-
porters a detailed briefing, including
‘ the. display of blowups of aerial re-
connaissance photographs, designed
to show that Nicaragua is bmldmg a

"4izable - military establishment with

Cuban and Soviet help. The second
~gtege came yesterday with the brief-

' mgamxed at enlisting the support of
: former officials and with Haig’s ap-

"pearance before a Senate Appropri-
ations subcommlttee that. oversees

* foreign aid.
" Under heavy quatxomna from

Republican and Demccratic mem-
_bers, Haig reiterated his past charges;
that the Salvadoran guemlLs are
“largely * controlled” from the
Nicaraguan capital of Managua. He
“said the principal flaw in the Max-
ican -peace “initiative, which he as-

- serted is basically the same plan pro-

_posed by the United States and re-

[Jected by Nxcaragua last year, is the]
- lack of a requirement that Nxcaragua

“commit itself to cease and desist” in
1ts involvement with its neighbors.

% “We are exploting every feasxble

" means possible to. bring " about ‘a
peaceful solutxon, * he said. “But this
15 a. two-way street, and it requires]
recnprocal oblxgatxons by those who'
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